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BY-LAWS 


For the government of Connaught Chapter, 
No. 9, on the Grand Registry of Manitoba, 
held at the City of Winnipeg, Province of 
Manitoba. 


DECLARATION 

A Dispensation to hold a Royal Arch 
Chapter in the City of Winnipeg, Province 
of Manitoba, was granted by the Most 
Excellent Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons of Canada, on May 11, 
1912. In accordance therewith, a Chapter 
was instituted, and Officers installed on 
the 26th of May the same year by Rt. Ex. 
Comp. Johnson, Ex. Comp. Pollock, and 
Ex. Comp. J. M. Cosgrove, “Initiary 
Council/ 1 

A Warrant of Confirmation was issued 
by the Most Excellent the Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, dated 
the twenty-sixth of February, A.L. 2443, 
A.D. 1913. 

And WHEREAS the Most Excellent the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
Manitoba was instituted on the 18th day 
of April, A.L. 2453, A.D. 1923. 

And WHEREAS Connaught Chapter 
concurred in the formation of, and became 
a consistent part, of the Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons of Manitoba. 

And WHEREAS it is essential that the 
by-laws of this Chapter conform with the 
Constitution adopted by the Grand Chap¬ 
ter of Royal Arch Masons of Manitoba. 
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And WHEREAS judicious laws and 
regulations are essential for the good gov¬ 
ernment of all institutions, and are calcu¬ 
lated to promote decorum and efficient 
management thereof— 

The companions have resolved to adopt 
the following code:— 

Article 1—NAME 

This Chapter shall be known as 
Connaught Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, No. 9, G.R.M. 

Article %—TIME OF MEETING 

This Chapter shall hold its regular Con¬ 
vocations on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month, except June, July and August, at 
the hour of 7:45 o’clock p.m. 

Emergent Convocations may be called 
by the Excellent First Principal whenever 
occasion miay require, but no business 
shall be transacted at such, other than 
that expressed in the summons to the 
members. 

Article 3—ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

1. The First, Second and Third Princi¬ 
pals, the Scribes E. and N., the Principal 
Sojourner and the Treasurer shall be 
elected by Ballot, two Auditors and the 
Janitor, an Examining Board of three 
Past Z’s, (of whom the Z may be one) 
by open vote of the Chapter at the regu¬ 
lar Convocation in November. 

2. At the regular Convocation in Decem¬ 
ber following, the Assistant Sojourners, 
the Masters of the Veils, the Stewards, 
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the Organist, and all other officers for 
the better working of the Chapter shall 
be appointed by the First Principal. 

3. Installation and Investiture of officers 
shall take place at the Regular Convoca¬ 
tion in December, after the minutes have 
been read and approved. 

Article 4—DUTY OF SCRIBES 

The Scribe E. shall issue all summonses 
for regular and emergent Convocations 
and Meetings, seven days previous to 
holding the same; notify all accepted 
Candidates to present themselves for De¬ 
grees within 12 months of their election, 
or a new ballot will be required; record 
all proceedings proper to be recorded! he 
shall receive all Dues and Fees and other 
monies of the Chapter, keep a faithful 
account of the same, and deposit all 
moneys in the month in which they are 
received in a Chartered Bank, in the 
name of the Chapter, and procure and 
forward to the Treasurer a certified dup¬ 
licate deposit slip for the amount deposit¬ 
ed; render a detailed statement thereof to 
the Chapter at the regular convocation in 
January of each year; prepare returns for 
Grand Chapter, and perform all other 
duties appertaining to his office. He shall 
promptly deliver to his successor in office 
all property of the Chapter in his pos¬ 
session. In the absence of the Scribe E. 
these duties shall devolve upon the Scribe 
N. 

For the faithful performances of his 
duties the Scribe E. shall be exempt from 



6 


BY-LAWS 


Annual Dues, and receive such remunera¬ 
tion as the Chapter may by vote determine. 

Article 5—TREASURER 

The Treasurer shall receive from the 
Scribe E. duplicate deposit slips, duly 
certified, of all moneys deposited; pay all 
orders drawn on the Treasury, signed by 
the Scribe E. and countersigned by the 
Excellent Z., and render a just and faith¬ 
ful account whenever required. He shall 
promptly deliver to his successor in 
office all the funds and other property of 
the Chapter in his possession. 

Article 6—SURETY BONDS 

The Chapter shall provide Surety Bonds 
covering the offices of Scribe E. and 
Treasurer, for the sum of $1,000.00 each. 

Article 7—DUTY OF JANITOR 

The Janitor shall prepare the Hall and 
attend all Convocations and Meetings, 
taking care of all clothing, ornaments and 
paraphernalia. 

For the faithful performance of his 
duties he shall be exempt from Annual 
Dues, and shall receive such remuneration 
as the Chapter may by vote determine. 

Article 8—DIRECTORS M.T.A. OF 
WINNIPEG 

The Chapter shall at the regular Con¬ 
vocation in November of each year, elect 
one of the Companions to act as Director 
of the Board of the Masonic Temple Asso- 
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ciation of Winnipeg for the ensuing year, 
and until his successor has been regularly 
elected. He shall submit a copy of the 
Financial Report thereof. 

Article &—AUDITORS 

Two Auditors, one of whom shall be a 
Chartered Accountant, shall be elected an¬ 
nually, at the regular Meeting in Novem¬ 
ber, whose duty it shall be to audit the 
books of the Treasurer and Scribe E., and 
shall make report at the regular convoca¬ 
tion held in the month of January, show¬ 
ing the general and financial condition of 
the Chapter. 

Article 10—EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

An Executive Committee consisting of 
the three Principals, all Past Principals, 
Scribes E. and N., the Principal Sojourner 
and two Companions of the Chapter, one 
of whom shall be elected by the Chapter 
and one appointed by the First Principal 
Elect, shall superintend the finances and 
property of the Chapter, and examine all 
accounts and communications, and make 
such recommendations as they may see 
fit and desirable, for the general good of 
the Chapter. Three shall be a quorum. 
They shall meet whenever notified by the 
First Principal, or in his absence by the 
Second Principal, and shall report the 
result of their proceedings at next Con¬ 
vocation of the Chapter. 

Article 11—AFFILIATION 

Any Royal Arch Mason desirous of be¬ 
coming affiliated with this Chapter (ex- 
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cepting one who may have retired from it 
and wishes to rejoin) must produce a cer¬ 
tificate of his good standing from the 
Chapter of which he now belongs or was 
last a member, or give a satisfactory 
reason for its non-production. He may be 
proposed at any Regular Convocation; the 
application must then be referred to a 
Committee on Character, and if they re¬ 
port favorably, the ballot shall be taken 
at the next regular Convocation, all 
Companions having been duly notified. 

Article 12—CANDIDATES FOR 
EXALTATION 

1. Every candidate for Exaltation must 
furnish proof that he is a Master Mason 
of three months standing, and shall pass 
an examination before a board of trial 
appointed by the Chapter. He must be 
regularly proposed at one convocation of 
the Chapter, and a Committee of the 
members appointed to enquire into his 
character. Notification of his proposal 
shall then be sent to all members of the 
Chapter in the summons for the next 
Convocation, whether regular or emer¬ 
gent. When this has been done, if the 
report of the Committee be favorable, he 
may be balloted for, and if approved, ad¬ 
mitted. Balloting must take place at a 
regular convocation. If the report be un¬ 
favorable, he shall be deemed a rejected 
candidate. Should an accepted Candidate 
not present himself for advancement with¬ 
in twelve months of his acceptance, a 
fresh petition and ballot will be necessary. 
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Should a condidate for any degree require 
an emergency for his own accommoda¬ 
tion, he must pay the necessary expenses 
attendant thereon. 

2. Each application shall be accompa¬ 
nied by the sum of $10.00. 

3. Should the applicant be rejected, the 
deposit fee shall be returned to him; 
should he be elected and fail to come for¬ 
ward for initiation within six months, his 
fee may be declared forfeited, and the 
whole proceedings in his case, null and 
void, unless reasons satisfactory to the 
Chapter be given for such non-attendance. 

4. No candidate shall receive the degree 
of M.E.M., or R.A., until he shall have 
given proof by examination of his profi¬ 
ciency in the preceding degree. 

5. Every Candidate exalted to the R.A. 
should, before receiving his Grand Chap¬ 
ter. Certificate give proof of his pro¬ 
ficiency in the Royal Arch Degree. 


Article 13—BALLOT 

No Candidate shall be exalted or any 
Companion become a member of this 
Chapter if on the Ballot being taken, two 
black balls shall be found against him. 
However, to prevent a mistake, the Ex. 
First Principal may immediately direct 
the ballot to be taken a second time, 
which shall be final. Any rejected candi¬ 
date cannot be again proposed or balloted 
for within twelve months of his rejection. 
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Article 14—FEES 

The fee for the Exaltation and prelim¬ 
inary degrees shall be $50.00, which shall 

include a Royal Arch Regalia, Registra¬ 
tion, and Grand Chapter Certificate. 

The fee for a member joining by affili¬ 
ation, shall be $1.00 

Article 15—DUES 

The Dues to be paid by each member 
shall be $6.00 per year. Dues accrue from 
the date of receiving the Mark Masters' 
Degree, and for an affiliated member, 
from the date of his being elected. 

Article 16—LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Any Companion who has been a mem¬ 
ber of this chapter for 25 years and who 
is clear on the books of the Chapter may 
become a Life Member on payment of 
$35.00 deducting $1.00 per year for each 
year of continuous membership in the 
Chapter, having paid full dues, In addi¬ 
tion to the above the cost of obtaining a 
Life Membership Certificate from Grand 
Chapter must be borne by the Companion 
applying for Life Membership. The Com¬ 
panion shall then receive a Certificate of 
Life Membership signed by The Grand 
Scribe E, and sealed with the Grand 
Chapter Seal, but should the Companion 
possessing such privilege be suspended 
or excluded for unmasonic conduct, his 
Life Membership thereby becomes for¬ 
feited. 
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The Grand Chapter Dues of all com¬ 
panions becoming Life Members of the 
Chapter shall be commuted, the payment 
to Grand Chapter for such purpose being 
made in each case out of the sum paid 
by the Companion for Life Membership. 

Each Life Membership fee, after pay¬ 
ment of Grand Chapter dues, shall be paid 
into a Life Membership Fund, which fund 
shall be kept distinct from the ordinary 
fund of the Chapter, and shall be drawn 
upon only by consent of the Chapter, ex¬ 
pressed by open vote at a Regular Con¬ 
vocation, after one month's Notice of 
Motion given at a previous meeting, and 
printed in the summons for the said con¬ 
vocation. All interest received on the 
moneys to the credit of the Life Member¬ 
ship Fund shall, at the close of each year, 
be paid over to the ordinary fund of the 
Chapter. 

Article 17—HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

Any Companion may be elected to 
Honorary Membership in the Chapter. He 
shall be regularly proposed and seconded 
at one regular convocation, and his name 
inserted in the notice to be balloted on 
for the next or a subsequent regular 
convocation.' 

Article 18—ARREARS 

Should the dues of a member remain 
unpaid for thirteen months, his name 
shall be submitted by the Scribe E. to the 
Executive Committee, who may recom¬ 
mend to the Chapter that a summons be 
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issued for said delinquent member to 
appear and show cause why he should not 
be suspended at the next regular con¬ 
vocation, and shall be notified thereof by 
the Scribe E. Such summons, with the 
amount of his indebtedness, (over the Seal 
of the Chapter), shall be mailed, regis¬ 
tered, to his last known address. 

If said summons is neglected or ignored 
by the Companion, he may, by vote of the 
Chapter, be declared suspended. 

Article 19—REINSTATEMENT 

Any member suspended for non-pay¬ 
ment of dues, shall be restored to good 
standing by a majority vote, by ballot, of 
the members present at any regular con¬ 
vocation, provided, he has paid all arrears 
owing at the time of his suspensions. (If 
application be made within twelve months 
of the date of said suspension, he may be 
restored without further action). 

Article 20—WITHDRAWAL 

Any Companion not under charges, de¬ 
sirous of withdrawing from this Chapter, 
may do so on paying his dues in full to 
the time of such withdrawal, and signify¬ 
ing such wish in writing, and shall be 
entitled to a regular Dimit. 

Article 21 —PROPERTY OF THE 
CHAPTER 

The robes, jewels, furniture and appen¬ 
dages belonging to the Chapter shall be, 
and are hereby vested in the three Ex. 
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Principals for the time being in trust for 
the use and benefit of this Chapter, and 
can only be disposed of by vote of the 
Companions present at a regular Con¬ 
vocation, notice having been given at the 
last preceding Convocation. An inventory 
of all the property belonging to the 
Chapter shall be taken by the Scribes E. 
and N. in November of each year, and 
entered in the Minute Book. The Excel¬ 
lent First Principal shall cause the same 
to be kept insured against loss by fire. 

Article 22—ALTERATION OF BY-LAWS 

No alteration shall be made in these By- 
Laws unless it is proposed at one regular 
convocation, and the intended alteration 
stated in the summons for the next 
regular convocation, and shall require the 
vote of a two-thirds majority of the 
Companions present. 

Article 23—SIGNING OF BY-LAWS 

Every Companion shall sign these By¬ 
laws in token of his submission thereto, 
when he shall receive a printed copy of 
the same for his guidance. 

1 

Article 24—RULES OF ORDER 

The Chapter shall be governed by the 
following rules of order. The Chapter 
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being opened in due form, the following 
shall be the order of business: 

1. Reading and confirming minutes. 

2. Report of Executive Committee. 

3. Accounts and Communications. 

4. Receiving Petitions. 

5. Reports of Committees on Petitions. 

6. Balloting for candidates. 

7. Reports of Special Committees. 

8. General Business. 

9. Unfinished Business. 

10. Conferring Degrees. 

These rules may be changed by the Ex. 
First Principal at any convocation, but for 
that convocation only. 

A Companion speaking on any subject 
shall rise and address the Excellent First 
Principal, and no Companion shall speak 
twice on the same question unless in 
explanation, or the mover of a resolution 
in reply. No question shall be entertained, 
unless moved and seconded, and shall be 
put in writing if required by the Excellent 
First Principal. 

Article 25—INFRACTION OF BY-LAWS 

For the infraction of either or any of 
the foregoing By-Laws, when not other¬ 
wise provided for, the offending Com¬ 
panion or Brother shall, after due trial, 
be liable to exclusion, definite suspension. 
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or such punishment as the Companions 
present shall deem fit and expedient to 
inflict. 


APPROVED IN OPEN CHAPTER, this 
22nd day of January 1952. 

{ Seal of W. C. BAKER, 

Connaught Chapter! 1 st Prinicipal Z. 

R.A.M. ( 

No. 9, G.R.M. ) A. GORDON HALL, 
Scribe E. 


APPROVED BY THE GRAND CHAPTER 
OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF 
MANITOBA 
March 20, 1952. 


{ Seal of 
Grand Chapter 
R.A.M. of 
Manitoba. 


W. J. PRIEST, 

Grand Superintendent, 
District No. 1. 

Approved: 


A. TISDALE, 
Grand Z. 








